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STEM STUDENTS SAMPLE TECH TOYS
STEM High School students were visited by the New York 
Institute of Technology STEAM Ed van, 
which was equipped with leading-edge 
“tech toys” such as a 3-D scanner, 3-D 
immersion equipment, and robots. 
Getting up close to high-tech 
devices provides students with 
authentic learning experiences. 
This opportunity was made 
possible by the ESBOCES  
Arts-in-Education Program.

Download 
our new 

mobile app!
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Alyssa Andino, a Patchogue-Medford UFSD student 
in the Pharmacy Tech Program at Eastern Long 
Island Academy of Applied Technology, entered a 
video into the Get Your Future On video contest and 
captured first place. Director of Career, Technical 
and Adult Education Leah Arnold and Bixhorn 
Technical Center Principal Sam McAleese, presented 
Alyssa with a 45” TV from P.C. Richard that was 
refurbished by students in the Electronic Repair 
Program at Islip Career Center. 
Alyssa said, “I’m very excited.” When asked what 
she is going to do with the TV, she added, “I’m 
considering donating it to the Patchogue-Medford 
National Honor Society (NHS) raffle. I would like to 
help my friends in NHS and give something special 
to a family through the raffle.”

Video contest winner Alyssa Andino, Patchogue-Medford UFSD 
student in the Pharmacy Tech Program at Academy LI, accepts a 
45” TV from Director Leah Arnold and Principal Sam McAleese.

GET YOUR FUTURE ON 
VIDEO CONTEST WINNER

The Pharmacy Technician students at the Eastern Long Island Academy 
of Applied Technology at the Brookhaven campus got a taste of what 
it is like to theoretically design pharmaceutical drugs. To recognize 
National Pharmacy Technician Day on Tuesday, October 28th, students 
were tasked to conceptualize a drug of their own, determine its therapeutic 
use, develop precautions and directions, detail any adverse reactions to foods 
and other drugs, and design the packaging and name as well. 
According to Laurie Jessen, Pharmacy Technician teacher, many jobs in 
the pharmaceutical field are expected to grow from 14 to 25 percent over 
the next five years, depending upon where they are in the industry. This 
presents numerous career possibilities for her students, the majority of 
whom continue on to higher education to pursue jobs as pharmacists, 
nurses, and in other related fields. 
 “A glimpse into the complex process of pharmaceutical drug development and 
marketing provides students with a valuable learning experience,” explained 
Ms. Jessen.  “This exercise teaches them just how many critical components 
must be considered and how important it is that they are all in synch with 
each other.  Experiences like these capture the imagination of students 
and compel them to pursue one of the many careers in this field.”

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN STUDENTS  
DESIGN DRUGS, IN THEORY

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

For more news and information about the 
Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology,  
please visit our website: www.academyli.org

Nikia McClain and Brandon Wynter (above), 
Academy seniors from Central Islip and 

Longwood School Districts, and Katherine 
Pausel (below), a senior from Connetquot 

School District, developed theoretical drugs of 
their own in the Academy Pharmacy Technician 

class at the Bixhorn Technical Center.

Follow the Academy on
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Anastasia Ferrara, a recent graduate of the Academy’s Ward Tech 
Culinary Arts Program, was spotted working at the Bellport Outlets. 
Anastasia plans to continue her education in the culinary field and credits 
her time at the Academy for helping her find her future. Said Anastasia,  
“I got the experience I needed to see what I really wanted to do.”

Hayley Schultz, Clinical Medical Assisting student at Ward Tech in 
Riverhead, has set her goals on becoming a nurse. Hayley attended 
the Certified Nurse Assistant Program last year and is working to 
become certified in both EKG and phlebotomy. After high school 
she plans to attend college to make her dream a reality. Said Hayley 
on her Academy education, “The Academy will give me a great head 
start in my future.”

Katie Trifaro, future salon owner, showed off her makeup 
artistry on Halloween at her job at the Bellport Outlets. Katie is 
a recent graduate from the Cosmetology Program at Milliken 
Tech, an Academy school. Katie plans to attend business 
school so that she can run her own salon one day. Said Katie 
about her Academy education, “We got to do things hands-on 
and see demos of the things we needed to know.”

Taylor Tschabrunn is passionate about what 
she is studying. This Cinical Medical Assisting 
student at Ward Tech in Riverhead has her 
sights set on attending college and becoming 
an RN. “It’s such a great program,” she said.   
“I feel that it is giving me such a head start and I 
look forward to every single day.”

Success Story Sighting: 
ANASTASIA FERRARA

Success Story Sighting: 
HAYLEY SCHULTZ

Success Story Sighting: 
KATIE TRIFARO

Success Story Sighting: 
TAYLOR TSCHABRUNN

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

Download 
our new 

mobile app!
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Students in the Supermarket Warehouse Occupations 
Program at Islip Career Center learned the importance 

of waste reduction and recycling. This Special Career 
Education Program introduces students to different 
positions in the supermarket and warehousing 
industry and offers cooperative work experience 
and internships.
Teacher Ken Abel said, “Every week the students 
collect newspapers, magazines, brown corrugated 

cardboard, and plastic bottles, and place the items 
in WRAP (We Recycle America Proudly) containers 

provided by the Town of Islip.” Many of the students 
wanted to know what the town did with the recyclables, 

so Mr. Abel planned a field trip to the Multi-purpose 
Recycling Facility in Holbrook.

The Town’s WRAP Program has a full-time recycling educator, 
Danielle Wynn. The students learned that recyclables are  
sorted, cleaned, and processed into materials that can be used  
in manufacturing. 
Mr. Abel said, “The students’ efforts to recycle the items at the 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES facility will reduce waste, save energy, 
prevent pollution, sustain the environment for future generations, 
and create jobs in recycling and manufacturing industries.”

ESBOCES students in the Supermarket 
Warehouse Occupations Program visit the 

Town of Islip Multi-purpose Recycling Facility 
to learn what happens to recyclables and to 

learn about job opportunities.

STUDENTS RECYCLE  
THROUGH WRAP PROGRAM

Project SEARCH is a unique, one year school-to-work program that takes place entirely at 
a workplace. The total workplace immersion facilitates hands-on training through worksite 
rotations, classroom instruction, and career exploration.
Students enrolled for the 2014-2015 school year in the ESBOCES Long Island 
Project SEARCH are  Robert Esposito, Islip UFSD;  Michael Meany, 
Bayport-Blue Point UFSD;  Amanda Miccoli, Longwood 
CSD;  Fallon Colotti, Islip UFSD;  Laura Johnston, Islip 
UFSD;  Joanna Pizzo, East Moriches UFSD;  Victoria 
Hammond, Longwood CSD;  Matthew Moore, 
Connetquot CSD; and  Zachary Goldsher, 
Patchogue-Medford UFSD.
The nine students were chosen for this year’s 
class based on their strengths, interests, and 
needs. The students will rotate every ten 
weeks through five departments: central 
supply, dietary, recreation, laundry, and 
housekeeping.
Project SEARCH was designed to assist 
students with disabilities with their transition to 
adult life. The program assists them in obtaining 
and maintaining competitive employment. The goal 
is for the students to learn marketable skills. 
Last year’s graduates secured employment at a retail store,  
a restaurant, and a retirement community on the north shore of 
Long Island.

NINE STUDENTS CHOSEN FOR PROJECT SEARCH
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Patchogue Village Judge Patricia K. Romeo 
presided over the Eastern Suffolk BOCES  
Bellport Academic Center @ Patchogue-Medford 
High School Student Council Induction Ceremony. 
To qualify for acceptance into the Student Council, 

students must be working up to their potential, 
be recommended by a teacher, and 

maintain academic and behavioral 
success. Special Education Teacher and 
Student Council Advisor Pat Rizzi said, 
“The motto of the Student Council is 

“Making a Better Tomorrow Today.”  “The 
students are involved in community service 

projects several times a year. They read to 
elementary school students, sing at a local adult day 

care facility, and fundraise for a local animal shelter.” 
After the ceremony, the students were honored  
with certificates presented by Susan Simon 
and Beatriz Narbon, representatives 
from the Maurer Foundation for Breast 
Health Education, for their contribution 
of $960. They participated in the 
foundation’s Cookies for a Cause 
campaign. The donation will be used for 
educational purposes.
The Maurer Foundation for Breast Cancer 
Health Education provides women, men, and 
adolescents with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to change behaviors that affect breast health.

PATCHOGUE JUDGE PRESIDES  
OVER INDUCTION CEREMONY

Morning session students

Afternoon  session students

Thirty students were recognized at the recent science fair 
awards ceremony held at Masera Learning Center (MLC) on 

Friday, November 14. The science fair provided an opportunity 
for students to work with their parents on a topic 

they found interesting and from which they could 
learn. All topics were appropriate for each student’s 

developmental age and involved things that they easily 
related to and experience on a daily basis, such 

as weather, food, and music. This is the 12th 
year that MLC has held its school-wide 

science fair. Said Kristyn Kealey, MLC 
assistant principal, “The award winners 
are so proud of their achievements 
and so are we. They put forth a lot of 
effort to conduct their experiments and 
create their presentation boards.”

SCIENCE FAIR AT MASERA LEARNING 
CENTER TEACHES ACADEMIC SKILLS

Science Experiments and Awards Ceremony  
for Special Needs Children

Top left, Assistant Principal Kristyn Kealey and 
Principal Nicole Drinkwater flank a science fair 
award winner; bottom left and right, students 

show off their science fair materials.
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Brookhaven Learning Center (BLC) students are wrappers. 
They don’t sing or chant rhyming lyrics or perform in time 
to a beat. They re-wrapped or re-labeled over 200 water 
bottles for Team ESBOCES distribution at the Autism 
Speaks Walk.
Recently, students in James Buchrieser and Maryann 
Glass’ special education classes at BLC accepted a 
project to re-wrap water bottles with the agency logo. 
They knew the water bottles would help quench the thirst 
of walkers at the Autism Speaks Walk in October at Jones 
Beach State Park.
The project helped strengthen the skills students are learning at 
BLC such as hand-eye coordination and dexterity, and also provided 
an opportunity for them to use their social skills and soft skills while 
working collaboratively.

Dianna D’Amico, a special education aide at Centereach Academic Center (CAC), imagined 
a way to spread love, pay it forward, and bring smiles to people on Thanksgiving; especially 

those less fortunate who are dependent on food pantry assistance or live in 
temporary housing. Dianna created a campaign, 45 Pies in 45 Days on 

Facebook and www.gofundme.com. She said, “The campaign 
began on October 13, forty-five days prior to Thanksgiving. 

Contributors could sponsor a pie for $10 for a homeless 
family or a family in need. The pie(s) would be delivered 
prior to Thanksgiving.” Principal Sue Goltz approved 
the activity for ESBOCES students at CAC to 
empower them to pay it forward and help  
community members.

The four students involved in making the pies 
are Robert R., William Floyd UFSD; Gabriella C., 

Comsewogue CSD; Matthew V.,  Comsewogue CSD; 
and Pa’shaun M., William Floyd UFSD. These students are 
working toward their Career Development and Occupational 
Studies (CDOS) Credential. They work together, take direction 
and responsibility, and earn hours and experience. They will 

receive the credential at graduation in June 2015. 
The 45 Pies in 45 Days exceeded its greatest 

expectations. More than 500 pies were 
delivered before Thanksgiving to  

local shelters.

ESBOCES STUDENTS ARE WRAPPERS

PAYING IT FORWARD IS EASY AS PIE

ESBOCES student wrappers re-labeled water 
bottles for Team ESBOCES for the “Autism Speaks” 

Walk at Jones Beach State Park.

Robert R., William Floyd UFSD; Gabriella C., 
Comsewogue CSD; Dianna D’Amico, ESBOCES aide; 

Matthew V.,  Comsewogue CSD; and Pa’shaun M., 
William Floyd UFSD, became a cohesive team making 

pies for residents of local shelters.

From cutting the apples, to buttering 
the pie shells, to placing the pies 
in the oven, the students were a 
cohesive and collaborative team 

making pies for “45 Pies in 45 Days.”
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As popular songs from the 1900s like By the Beautiful Sea and Pack Up Your Troubles 
in Your Old Kit-Bag drifted across the parking lot at 118 Spring 
Street in Port Jefferson, ESBOCES students who attend 
Jefferson Academic Center (JAC), participated in a 
ribbon cutting ceremony celebrating the historic 
building’s 100th birthday. ESBOCES has been 
providing special education services at JAC 
since 1998.
The cornerstone of the building reads A.D. 
1914. According to a historic Port Jefferson 
Echo newspaper, the original wooden 
high school structure burned on July 4, 
1913. Seventy-five thousand dollars was 
appropriated to rebuild the structure using 
brick and stone and it was completed in 1914.
ESBOCES students used 21st century technology 
to research the history of the 100-year-old building 
addressing the Common Core Learning Standards for 
Social Studies, English, art, and technology. They compared 
what life was like in 1914 to 2014 creating informational “Then vs 
Now” posters contrasting baseball, politics, education, transportation, societal 
issues, and the economic times.
Principal Christopher Williams said, “Students and staff work together to give back 
to the community. Throughout the year the students engage in activities that support 
learning, improve social skills, and ultimately will help them to be productive members 
of society, and maximize their potential.”

HISTORIC BUILDING CELEBRATES A MILESTONE BIRTHDAY

ESBOCES students received free backpacks from UJA-Federation of New York through its 
Supplies for Success initiative that provides school supplies for children in need. Supplies for 
Success is in its 13th year on Long Island and recently expanded to the East End.

Lead Social Worker Jen Farnum-Weber of ESBOCES was the driving 
force behind getting 200 backpacks for the students. She 

worked collaboratively with UJA-Federation and social 
workers throughout ESBOCES to determine need and 

appropriate distribution.
Program Administrator for Student Support 

Services Liz Melichar traveled to Bridgehampton 
to pick up the 200 backpacks slated for ESBOCES 
students in grades K-12. The backpacks were 
filled with appropriate items for grade levels K-2, 
3-5, and 6-12. She said, “We want our students to 
have a great start in their educational career.”

UJA-Federation Chair Mindy Richenstein cited 
the mission statement of UJA-FED organization 

that every child should start school on a level playing 
field because education is the recognized pathway out 

of poverty.
UJA-Federation of New York is an organization known for 
its philanthropy and Supplies for Success initiative. This 
year Supplies for Success filled and distributed over 9,000 
backpacks.

FREE BACKPACKS HELP STUDENTS SUCCEED

Principal Carolynn Hansen of Premm Learning Center 
in Oakdale, gathers with students and staff  
around the new backpacks they received  

from “Supplies for Success.”
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The students at Westhampton Beach Learning Center 
participated in the school-wide cake decorating 

contest. Each class was given one 8” round 
cake to decorate. Aside from being 

fun (and delicious), the decorating 
process helped students to 
work on their fine motor skills.  
Lisa Engasser’s class took first 
place with their interpretation 
of spaghetti and meatballs.  
Here are a number of 

student designs 
        – which do you like?

Westhampton Beach 
Learning Center held 
its annual talent show 

FOR students. Staff 
members, administrators 

and even an ESBOCES 
board member got 
up on stage to 
sing, dance or be 
silly to make the 
students laugh and 
have a good time.  

WHBLC rocks!


